
Title: Solving Word Problems 

 

Grade Level: 4-6 

 

Objective: 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

 

Understand the structure of word problems. 

Identify key information and relevant operations in word problems. 

Apply problem-solving strategies to solve word problems. 

Verify and interpret solutions in the context of the problem. 

Apply critical thinking skills to real-life situations through word problems. 

Materials: 

 

Whiteboard or blackboard 

Markers or chalk 

Word problems handouts 

Manipulatives (if applicable) 

Worksheets with practice problems 

Real-world examples involving word problems 

Lesson Plan: 

 

Introduction (10 minutes): 

 

Begin by discussing the importance of problem-solving skills in everyday 
life. 



Explain that word problems provide real-life scenarios that require 
mathematical thinking to solve. 

Discuss the steps for approaching and solving word problems: Read, 
Understand, Plan, Solve, and Check (RUPSC). 

Emphasize the importance of understanding the problem before attempting 
to solve it. 

Understanding Word Problems (10 minutes): 

 

Explain the structure of word problems, including the problem statement, 
given information, and the question to be answered. 

Discuss the different types of word problems, such as addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, or a combination of operations. 

Model how to read and identify the key information in a word problem, 
highlighting the relevant numbers, operations, and units of measurement. 

Provide examples of word problems and guide students in understanding 
the problem statement, given information, and the question. 

Problem-Solving Strategies (15 minutes): 

 

Introduce problem-solving strategies such as making a table, drawing a 
diagram, using manipulatives, or working backward. 

Model how to apply different problem-solving strategies to specific types of 
word problems. 

Guide students in practicing these strategies with example problems, 
discussing the reasoning behind each step. 

Encourage students to brainstorm and suggest other problem-solving 
strategies they can use. 

Applying Problem-Solving Strategies (20 minutes): 

 



Distribute worksheets or handouts with word problems for students to 
solve. 

Instruct students to read and understand each problem, identify the 
relevant information, and determine the appropriate operation(s) to solve 
the problem. 

Encourage students to use the problem-solving strategies discussed to 
solve the word problems. 

Provide support and guidance as needed while students work 
independently or in pairs. 

Allow students to check their answers and explain their solutions to the 
class. 

Verifying and Interpreting Solutions (10 minutes): 

 

Discuss the importance of verifying solutions by checking them against the 
original problem. 

Model how to interpret the solution in the context of the problem. 

Provide examples of word problems where students can verify and interpret 
the solutions. 

Real-Life Applications (10 minutes): 

 

Discuss real-life situations where word problems are commonly 
encountered, such as budgeting, cooking, or shopping. 

Provide examples of word problems related to everyday scenarios and 
guide students in solving them. 

Encourage students to create their own word problems based on real-life 
situations and challenge their classmates to solve them. 

Conclusion (5 minutes): 

 

Review the main concepts learned about solving word problems. 



Summarize the problem-solving steps: Read, Understand, Plan, Solve, and 
Check (RUPSC). 

Emphasize the importance of critical thinking and applying mathematical 
skills to real-life situations. 

Address any remaining questions or concerns from students. 

Assign relevant exercises or worksheets for additional practice if needed. 

Assessment: 

 

Monitor students' participation and engagement throughout the lesson. 

Observe students' problem-solving process and their ability to identify key 
information and apply appropriate strategies to 


